Pursuing God: Hearing and Responding to His Invitation

1 Cor 2:9-10

9 But as it is written:

      “ Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

      Nor have entered into the heart of man

      The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

 10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.

3 Parts to the reality of relationship with God

1. The Invitation – God's incredible offer of relationship

2. The Response – How then shall we live?  Given God's great love for us and the invitation He gives, what do we do with it?  How do we respond?  How do we actually fulfill the First Commandment?  How do we develop relationship with Him?  How do we grow in love for Him?

3. The Result – The outward expression of our relationship with Him.  Our works of service, our worship, our lifestyle

· Not 3 steps or 3 phases, but 3 parts of relationship.  We don't graduate from one and move on to the next, they are all continual processes and they all feed off of each other.  The moment we neglect one of them, we are in trouble.

· Most of the church is stuck on #3 – we're trying to produce the outward response of love without any underlying foundation of a love relationship.  For many, that's because they've never heard the invitation.  Thank God we live in a time when the Spirit is highlighting that message again.

· But we don't want to get stuck on #1 either.  Knowing that God loves us, having the language or the idea of God's love is a far cry from actually having that love – from actually developing intimacy with Him.  Love so amazing demands a response – 'my life, my soul, my all'

The Result

· This is the one we know most about.  It is the most outwardly obvious and so it gets the most attention.

· This includes the commands and spiritual disciplines.

None of this was meant to be done outside of a living and active relationship with Jesus Christ.  That's why He says He came to fulfill the law (Mt 5:17) – outside of Him it is impossible to fulfill the law.  The Second Commandment is a part of this result – this overflow.

Love empowers us to obey.  It won't work the other way around.

John 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.

· It also includes every unique gifting, calling, interest and desire has put in each of us.  Overemphasizing this part of our relationship with God has frustrated the many who don't fit the church's idea of life in God when in reality it's the other two parts that are common among all believers and bring us into unity in the diversity of who we are.

· Nonetheless, we can't ignore this part.  God gave the commands for a reason.

1. to show us our need (Rom 3:19-26) (Ever tried to follow the Sermon on the Mount?)

2. to enable us to partner with Him

Luke 11:46  And He said, “Woe to you also, lawyers! For you load men with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers.

Matthew 11:28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

Jesus' rebuke of the teachers of the law is not that they place the burden of the law on people – it's that they don't lead them to Him – to the only one who can enable them to fulfill them.  In Him we carry the burden of fulfilling His commands.  When we walk with Him the burden is easy.  If we don't know the commands we can't walk with Him.

3. When done with a right motivation, they are ways of growing in relationship with Him.  We begin doing things with Him, not for Him.

The Invitation

We can't stop pursuing the invitation.

Proverbs 29:18 (KJV) Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.

· Ephesians – all about the Church and her glorious destiny.  In the middle of it Paul makes these two prayers: not that the Ephesians would do it, that they would finally buckle down and make it happen, but that they would understand the invitation.  (Ephesians 1-3)

Ephesians 1:15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe 

Ephesians 3:14 For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,[c] 15 from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— 19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

· This is the one we're most likely to think we've graduated from... nothing could be farther from the truth.

· To a degree, we can get it, and we aim for that: 'to be rooted and grounded in love' – to have an unshakable reality that God's love for us is real even when we don't feel it and don't hear that invitation

· But there's another part to knowing God's love – the 'height, width, length and depth' part, the 'surpasses knowledge' part.  It doesn't mean we can't know God loves us (we can and do – 1 Jn 4:9); it means that for all of eternity we will be reaching to grasp the fullness of it.  That no matter how hard we try and how much revelation God gives us, there will always be more of His love to find.  If you ever think you've got a handle on God's love just meditate on the cross for a while, or read John 17:20-26.

· The only way to living in fullness is to understand the fullness of what He has given us

1 Cor 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 

The Response

The First Commandment – actually loving God.  It is an independent reality from the Second Commandment.

· I don't want to just talk about God's love and thank Him for it.  Gratitude is a good response, but an incomplete one.  God is looking for a response.  God desires something.  He did all this for a reason.  Acts 17:24-27

· Our response should be a deliberate, focused effort to pursue Him out of a heart that is lovesick and ruined for anything less.  We don't want to take relationship with God for granted.  We don't want to just ask Him for it, but then not pursue it.  It doesn't work that way.  Love can't be one way.  One way love is the worst, most awkward thing in the world.  That's why over and over again God says 'seek Me'.

Deut 4:29 But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if you seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul.

Prov 8:17 I love those who love me, And those who seek me diligently will find me. 

Mt 7:7-8 Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

· Mt 13:10-12  Jesus came specifically to reveal God.  Yet He spoke in parables and kept their meanings hidden.  Why?  Because the revelation could not be found in His teachings.  It could only be found in Him.  So the revelation came only to those who did more than just 'marvel' at His teachings.  To those who pursued Him He explained everything.

Mark 4:10 But when He was alone, those around Him with the twelve asked Him about the parable. 11 And He said to them, “To you it has been given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God; but to those who are outside, all things come in parables, 12 so that 
      ‘ Seeing they may see and not perceive,
      And hearing they may hear and not understand;
      Lest they should turn,
      And their sins be forgiven them.’” 

33 And with many such parables He spoke the word to them as they were able to hear it. 34 But without a parable He did not speak to them. And when they were alone, He explained all things to His disciples.

· It's not that we can achieve anything by our seeking.  We don't find God through our own understanding or through winning His favor.  But He wants to be sought after, and He chooses to be found.

1 Ch 28:9 As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; for the LORD searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever. 

· Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13 And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you, says the LORD 

· This is what God wants us to believe about Him – that when we seek Him He rewards us with the greatest reward of all – Himself.  It is the only way to please Him.

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

Genesis 15:1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward. 

· 'Christianity is a relationship not a religion.'  Let's live like it.  We want to actually pursue the reality of a relationship with God.  Who is He?  What is He like?  What does He want for us?  What does He want from us?  What kind of relationship is He looking for?

· David is called a man after God's own heart, not because his walk perfectly matched the commands of God, but because his desire perfectly matched the desire of God.

Ps 27:4 One thing I have desired of the LORD,
         That will I seek: 
         That I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
         All the days of my life, 
         To behold the beauty of the LORD, 
         And to inquire in His temple. 

John 17:20-26

20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. 
24 “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me. 26 And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” 

